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Mission Statement 

At St. Mary’s we aim to provide an inspiring, enjoyable educational experience where all children can 

develop their talents, whether academic, creative or sporting.  Our school is a place where everyone 

is treated equally, encouraged and respected. We are committed to our school being a safe and 

inclusive place where learning is nurtured and confidence and self-esteem is grown in a happy, 

caring and stimulating environment. Ultimately, we want our pupils to develop a love of learning for 

life. 
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Introduction 

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of  
spiritual, social, moral and cultural education at St Mary’s School. 
 
What is spiritual, social, moral and cultural education? 
 
Spiritual education.  
A child’s spiritual development is dependent upon the environment in which the child lives and the 
experiences and values that are presented to the child both at home and at school. It does not 
necessarily equate with religious development but is to do with the spirit of the child.  
It is concerned with: 

 the individuality that makes each child special 

 being human 

 relationships with others and for some a relationship with a god/God 

 a universal search for identity and the meaning and purpose of life 

 a personal response to challenging experiences and the ability to handle them 

 the ability to cope with suffering and wonder 

 the search for a set of values by which to live their lives 

 self understanding 

  sense of awe and wonder in creation. 
 

Social education helps children to develop an understanding of the communities in which they find  
themselves – the family, school and the wider community. Thus they develop an understanding of  
the way society works. 
 
Moral education is concerned with a child’s ability to distinguish right from wrong and to make  
appropriate choices. It also concerns being able to act upon personal choices with conviction.  
 
Cultural education is concerned with aspects of history which have shaped the present and how we 
are maintaining, interpreting and reshaping cultural traditions today. 
 
Aims 
Our aims in teaching Spiritual, Social, Moral and Cultural Education are that children are provided  
with: 

 the opportunity to develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally. It is crucial that all 
adult members of the school community promote these elements throughout the  
curriculum and in all aspects of school life, including assemblies, in the playground, school  
visits, etc. All adults should offer pupils a balanced presentation of views when any political, 
cultural or social issues are brought to the child’s attention.  

 spiritual nourishment, guidance in following the implicit moral ethos of the school and  
support in learning to behave in accordance with the conventions of conduct agreed by  
society. The adults in the school act as role models and must be seen by the children to  
adhere to the school’s implicit standards. Each child should be able to respect the 
fundamental British values of democracy and the rules of British law. 

 the confidence and understanding to distinguish right from wrong and the confidence to  
make decisions based on this understanding. There may be times when conflict arises  
between home values and school values. This may be difficult for the children concerned  
(and possibly the teacher) to cope with, and such occasions require sensitive handling. 

 opportunities to experience all aspects of their own culture and to develop an  
understanding and tolerance for the beliefs and customs of other cultures and ethnic  
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groups which will enable them to live together in our multicultural society. 
 

 The promotion of British Values 
 

 To help prevent extremism and radicalisation 
 

Principles of teaching and learning in SMSC Education 
 
Spiritual development 
To play its part in this development the school recognises that moments of spirituality may occur at 
any moment and that when possible these should be taken up and sensitively explored. Such 
moments are most likely to occur if children are given the opportunity to: 

 experience awe, wonder and mystery through the investigation of the natural world  
around them 

 reflect upon human existence in relation to the universe and to question their place within  
it, these to be reflected on alone and through group discussion 

 extend their experiences and understanding beyond those things of special significance to  
themselves 

 discuss and respond to events which raise questions such as “Why..?” in relation to issues  
such as beauty, suffering and death  

 develop self-knowledge 

 experience their own inner strength through mental and physical activity 

 become emotionally able to deal with challenging experiences and to appreciate human  
endeavour 

 develop an appreciation of the arts and experience self-expression through them,  
individually and in groups 

 develop an awareness of themselves as individuals with personal and emotional responses  
of value 

 be aware of, and value the feelings and emotions of others 

 express their views and beliefs openly and develop tolerance and respect for the beliefs  
and opinions of others 

 develop and live by an acceptable moral code. 
 
Social development 
Social development is promoted by: 

 grouping of children to give opportunities for paired, small group, large group and whole  
class working and playing 

 working and playing with children of different age groups 

 working and playing alongside adults in a variety of groupings 

 involvement with the School Council, based upon a broad general knowledge of public 
institutions and services in England 
 

Within the above contexts, children are encouraged to develop social skills through: 

 cooperation 

 partnership 

 leadership 

 responsibility 

 initiative 

 team spirit. 
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During the year the children take part in a variety of activities which may include: 

 taking part in school productions 

 taking part in school trips (day trips and/or residential trips) 

 working alongside children from other schools in productions (e.g. music festivals) 

 having visits from police, fire services, health workers and people who make up the public 
institutions in our local community 

 working with volunteer helpers in school 

 clubs 

 games & sport. 
 
Moral development 
Children require and receive help in developing their own set of values and following the moral  
ethos of the school. It is expected that all members of the school community behave consistently  
in promoting and demonstrating the positive value of: 

 truthfulness 

 honesty, integrity and fairness 

 consideration for others 

 self-discipline 

 responsibility 

 reliability 

 generosity 

 kindness and thoughtfulness 

 respect for the feelings and opinions of others 

 empathy and sympathy 

 keeping promises 

 saying sorry and forgiving others 

 living with mistakes – one’s own and those of others 

 understanding the difference between right and wrong 

 taking responsibility for their own actions 

 acting with generosity of spirit towards others regardless of their actions 

 having the confidence to express and stand by their own moral values, regardless of 
pressure from others 

 making judgements 

 setting their own moral code. 
 

It is also expected that all members of the school community consistently reject negative behaviour, 
which includes: 

 bullying 

 dishonesty and cheating 

 deceit 

 cruelty 

 irresponsibility 

 discrimination 

 prejudice. 
 

Cultural development 
Cultural development is concerned with aspects of history which have shaped the present and how 
we are maintaining, interpreting and reshaping cultural traditions today. In addressing cultural  
education it is important to remember that it is closely linked to aspects of Spiritual, Moral and  
Social Education. 
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Cultural education is promoted by: 

 developing the cultural interests which the children already have 

 including the history of other cultures 

 valuing the contribution to arts, mathematics and science made by other cultures 

 encouraging participation in a range of cultural activities allowing children to develop 
personal responses.  
 

 
 
Strategies for the teaching of Spiritual, Social, Moral and Cultural Education 
A child’s spiritual, social, moral and cultural education is developed in the classroom through such  
activities as: 

 providing quiet times for reflection, listening and watching 

 studying natural objects and investigating them through the lens of a microscope 

 learning about one’s place in time through historical studies, e.g. time lines 

 self expression through dance, drama, music, poetry, etc. 

 providing time to discuss and role-play situations to do with feelings, emotions, tolerance, 
respect  

 providing opportunities for problem solving activities and games 

 inviting visitors from the community and from other cultures into school 

 taking advantage of topical and natural events as they occur 

 studying life-cycles. 
 
Work takes place in PSHCE lessons and assemblies, giving pupils opportunities to:  
 
• Talk about personal experiences and feelings.  
• Express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs. 
• Speak about difficult events, eg bullying, death etc. 
• Share thoughts and feelings with other people. 
• Explore relationships with friends/family/others. 
• Consider others’ needs and behaviour. 
• Show empathy. 
• Develop self-esteem and a respect for others. 
• Develop a sense of belonging. 
• Develop the skills and attitudes that enable pupils to develop socially, morally, spiritually and 
culturally — e.g. empathy, respect, open mindedness, sensitivity, critical awareness. 
 
Links with the wider community  
• Visitors are welcomed into school. 
• Links with the local churches are fostered through carol concerts.  
• Visits to places of worship are planned into the curriculum. 
• The development of a strong home-school link is regarded as very important, enabling parents and 
teachers to work in an effective partnership to support the pupil. 
• Pupils will be taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a sense of responsibility 
to it. 
 
Promoting British Values 
  
Fundamental British values Schools should promote the fundamental British values of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. This can help schools to demonstrate how they are meeting the requirements of section 78 
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of the Education Act 2002, in their provision of SMSC. 
 
Actively promoting the values means challenging opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary 
to fundamental British values. 
 
Attempts to promote systems that undermine fundamental British values would be completely at 
odds with schools’ duty to provide SMSC. The Teachers’ Standards expect teachers to uphold public 
trust in the profession and maintain high standards of ethics and behaviour, within and outside 
school. This includes not undermining fundamental British values. 
 
Through their provision of SMSC, schools should: 
 
• enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence; 
• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of 
England; 
• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand 
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the 
school and to society more widely;  
• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and 
services in England; 
• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to 
acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; 
• encourage respect for other people; and  
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, 
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 
 
The list below describes the understanding and knowledge expected of pupils as a result of schools 
promoting fundamental British values. 
 
• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process; 
• an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is essential for 
their wellbeing and safety; 1 The Prevent strategy 2011: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011 5 
• an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the judiciary, and 
that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held to account through 
Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence; 
• an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law; 
• an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) 
should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory 
behaviour; 
• an understanding of the importance of identifying and combating discrimination. 
Actions taken: 
• include in suitable parts of the curriculum, as appropriate for the age of pupils, material on the 
strengths, advantages and disadvantages of democracy, and how democracy and the law works in 
Britain, in contrast to other forms of government in other countries; 
• ensure that all pupils within the school have a voice that is listened to, and demonstrate how 
democracy works by actively promoting democratic processes such as a school council whose 
members are voted for by the pupils; 
• use opportunities such as general or local elections to hold mock elections to promote 
fundamental British values and provide pupils with the opportunity to learn how to argue and 
defend points of view; 
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• use teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils understand a range of faiths, 
and 
• consider the role of extra-curricular activity, including any run directly by pupils, in promoting 
fundamental British values. 
 
Preventing Extremism and Radicalisation 
St. Mary’s School adopts the following accepted Government definition of extremism which is: 
‘Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law,  
individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs; and/or calls for the 
death of members of our armed forces, whether in this country or overseas.’ 
 

 There is no place for extremist views of any kind in our school. 

 We have a duty to ensure students view school as a place where they can explore 
controversial issues safely and where our teachers encourage and facilitate this. 

 We recognise that extremism and exposure to extremist materials and influences can lead 
to poor outcomes for children and so are addressed as a safeguarding concern. 

 We provide a broad and balanced curriculum, delivered by skilled professionals, so that our 
students are enriched, understand and become tolerant of difference and diversity. 

 We seek to ensure that all students thrive, feel valued and not marginalised. 

 Young people can be exposed to extremist influences or prejudiced views from an early age 
which emanate from a variety of sources and media, including via the internet, and at times 
students may themselves reflect or display views that may be discriminatory, prejudiced or 
extremist. 

 Any prejudice, discrimination or extremist views, including derogatory language, displayed 
by students or staff will always be challenged and where appropriate dealt with in line with 
our Behaviour and Discipline Policy for students and the Code of Conduct for staff. 

 By adhering to safer recruitment best practice and by ensuring that there is an on-going 
culture of vigilance within our school we will minimise the opportunities for extremist views 
to prevail. 
 

Definitions: 
Extremism is more than simply stubbornness in one’s views or general intolerance of others. It 
involves holding views which are considered by equals, peers and society as being beyond collective 
norms and at odds with core beliefs of the whole. Extremism can relate to a number of different 
subjects from gender relations to politics, and does not necessarily result in violence. In a national 
context in the UK, extremist views may include those which are directly opposed to values such as 
democracy, mutual tolerance, individual liberty and the rule of law.  
 
Violent extremism is related to terrorism, which is ‘at the extreme end of an extreme position, using 
fear and violence to achieve political ends’. It describes the attitudes, beliefs and actions that 
condone violence as a means of political end. This includes views that: 
Foment, justify or glorify terrorist violence in furtherance of particular beliefs or seek to provoke 
others to terrorist acts 
Foment other serious criminal activity or seek to provoke others to serious criminal acts or Foster 
hatred intended to cause violence between communities in the UK. 
  
Radicalisation is the process by which people adopt an extreme position in terms of politics and 
religion, a violent extremist ideology, or move to violent action in support of their beliefs. 
 
The copy of Preventing Extremism and Radicalisation Policy 2016 can be seen on the school’s 
website. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Provision for SMSC is monitored and reviewed on a regular basis. 
This is achieved by: 
• Teachers identify aspects within their subjects to be included in teacher planning. Subject leaders 
monitor teacher plans and their evaluations and assessments. 
• Subject leaders will monitor resource provision, identifying shortfalls. 
• The Headmaster shall have oversight of this policy and monitor the provision of SMSC. 
 
Inclusion 
 
Our school tries to be an inclusive school. We aim to make all pupils feel included in all our activities. 
We try to make all our teaching fully inclusive. We recognise the entitlement of all pupils to a 
balanced, broadly-based curriculum. We try to have systems in place for early identification of 
barriers to their learning and participation so that they can engage in school activities with all other 
pupils. We acknowledge the need for high expectations and suitable targets for all children. 
 
Equality Statement 
At St. Mary’s School, we actively seek to encourage equity and equality through our teaching. No 
gender, race, creed or ethnicity will be discriminated against. 
 
 
 


